
 

 

Zhao Jian of China Crowned  

World Series Mahjong Champion 2015 in Macau  

Taipei, Taiwan and Vancouver, B.C. Canada, December 14 2015 – After two days of intense competition, 

on December 8, 2015, Mr. Zhao Jian of China was crowned the fourth World Series of Mahjong 

(“WSOM”) Champion at The Venetian® Macao. Mr. Zhao Jian received the grand prize of HKD$406,161 

and a 99.9% pure gold mahjong necklace from Mr. John Hardyment, C.E.O. of World Mahjong Limited. 

WSOM 2015 tournament saw hundreds of contestants from around the globe competing in numerous  

pre-qualifying tournaments in what continues to be the world’s largest mahjong tournament in terms of 

player participation and prize money. 

Title Name Prize 

Champion Zhao Jian  
(China) 

Cash prize of HKD$406,161 and a 99.9% pure gold mahjong 
necklace 

Second 
Place 

Suzuki Taro 
(Japan) 

Cash prize of HKD$293,263  

Third Place Lai Siu Kui (Hong 
Kong) 

Cash prize of HKD$239,186  

Fourth 
Place 

Peng Cheng Lung 
(Taiwan) 

Cash prize of HKD$210,790  

 

The two day, single elimination format tournament saw the return of  Taiwanese celebrities Hsu Nai-Lin, 

Sabrina Yu, and Doris Kuang who were greeted by many fans.  Also competing were former WSOM 

champions, including WSOM 2007 champion Mr. Hui Chung Lai, WSOM 2008 champion Mr. Ho Kwok 

Hung, and WSOM 2010 champion Mr. Chan Tak Kwan.  Mr. Hui Chung Lai made the top 8 this year and 

said that the new electronic mahjong tables had increased the pace of the competition.  

Mr. Zhao Jian is now the first champion from China, as he states “I started playing mahjong when I was 

five. I was not doing well in the first four sessions, so I’m thrilled to have won. I think it was a 

combination of strategy and luck for me today.” 

A highlight of the final game contained a broad representation of finalists, as this is the first time that 

the top four WSOM players were represented by four different nations, as China, Hong Kong, Japan and 

Taiwan were each represented.  

This year’s WSOM featured the best mahjong players from around the world, all competing for cash 

prizes in an exhilarating tournament held in Asia's entertainment capital. The prize structure distributes 

the prize money according to each player’s scores, thereby increasing the entertainment and excitement 

level throughout the tournament. It also spreads the prize money more equitably among a larger 

number of winners.  



 
 

“The World Series of Mahjong Championship 2015 marked an important step in our bid to organize the 

highest-quality mahjong tournament in the world,” said Mr. Jim Mehren, President of World Mahjong 

Limited. “As with the three World Series events, World Series of Mahjong 2015 saw extraordinary 

mahjong players emerge, with amazing levels of skill and a keen sense of competition. Importantly, the 

World Series of Mahjong rules create a level playing field for all mahjong players, regardless of origin, 

and are optimized for tournament play, bold strategies and fast-paced action.” 

For the first time, WSOM has produced two episodes of a one-hour TV program, which will be 

broadcasted worldwide, including viewership through the large online video platform LeTV which has 

approximately 172 million monthly active users. It is also the first time that WSOM has partnered with 

Tencent Holdings Limited, (SEHK 00700), one of China’s largest and most used internet service portals, 

which sponsored the China online tournament and formed a team to join the event. Two of these 

players made it to the top 8. 

The World Series of Mahjong Rules© is the world’s leading standardized version of mahjong rules 

validated with an international track record of previous tournament use. Given the diversity of mahjong 

rules played in Asia and other parts of the world, the World Series of Mahjong employs a simplified rule 

and scoring system that is fair to all, simply and easy to learn, systematic and consistent, and 

emphasizes the playability of the game as a competition of skill. The new format gives the players more 

playing time (guaranteed 16 cycles or 64 hands) before they are eliminated. This also mitigates the luck 

factor and brings skill to the forefront of the game. 

For more information on the World Series of Mahjong 2015, please visit: 

http://worldmahjong.com/world-series-2015/.  

ABOUT WORLD MAHJONG LTD: 

The World Series of Mahjong is owned and managed by World Mahjong Limited. World Mahjong 

Limited was founded by a team of international media, technology and entertainment professionals 

who are based in the Greater China region and well-versed in the management of high-profile 

international sporting and entertainment events. 

For more information contact: 

Bill Thomas, Director and C.F.O.   

bthomas@worldmahjong.com  

604-343-2764 

The Canadian Securities Exchange has not reviewed and does not accept responsibility for the adequacy 

or accuracy of this press release. 
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Forward-Looking Statements  

The information provided in this news release, including information incorporated by reference, may 

contain “forward-looking statements” about World Mahjong Limited. All statements, other than 

statements of historical fact, made by World Mahjong Limited that address events or developments that 

World Mahjong Limited anticipates may or may not occur in the future are forward-looking statements. 

These statements are based on information currently available and the current expectations of World 

Mahjong Limited and assumptions concerning future events, which are subject to a number of known 

and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results, performance or 

achievements to be materially different from that which was expressed or implied by such forward-

looking statements, including, but not limited to, risks and uncertainties related to: World Mahjong 

Limited’s limited operating history, additional capital requirements and liquidity, legal and regulatory 

risks of operating in Asia and other foreign countries, foreign operations in Taiwan, Macau and other 

regions and countries, the renewals of World Mahjong Limited’s trademarks, changes in consumer 

preferences,  the availability and cost of venues, technology solutions, server capacity, and access to 

networks and the Internet, its operating costs, and the pricing of its products and services on the various 

markets in which it carries on business, World Mahjong Limited's plans to market, sell and distribute its 

products and services. With respect to the forward-looking statements contained herein, although 

World Mahjong Limited believes that the expectations and assumptions on which the forward-looking 

statements are based are reasonable, undue reliance should not be placed on the forward-looking 

statements, because no assurance can be given that they will prove to be correct or that the anticipated 

results or developments will actually be realized or, even if realized, that they will have the expected 

consequences to or effects on World Mahjong Limited. World Mahjong Limited undertakes no 

obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, 

future events or otherwise, other than as required under securities legislation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


